Strongyloides stercoralis septicaemia following steroid therapy for eosinophilia: report of three cases.
Three apparently immunocompetent patients died in the intensive care unit at Loni Hospital, Ahmednagar, Maharashtra, India, between 2001 and 2006 due to multiorgan failure and Strongyloides stercoralis septicaemia following a short course of corticosteroid (prednisolone) therapy of 6-17 days for peripheral blood eosinophilia associated with urticaria and angioneurotic oedema, bronchospasm, and generalised aches and pains, respectively. None of the patients had any obvious lymphoproliferative disorder, solid tumour or HIV 1+2 infection as an underlying immunosuppressive condition. These three patients highlight the extreme caution that must be exercised in administering a moderate dose of oral corticosteroid even for a short period of time as well as the high degree of suspicion that needs to be maintained if there is clinical deterioration following corticosteroid therapy.